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Safeguarding Newsletter 4: Gaming March ‘24

Crockerton C of E Primary School is committed to providing a caring, friendly,
safe and Christian environment for all our pupils so that they can learn in an
atmosphere of mutual respect and co-operation.

Crockerton School prioritises safeguarding and the promotion of the welfare of
children and young people. We ensure that all our recruitment and employment
practices reflect this commitment. The safety and wellbeing of every child in the
care of Crockerton School is our absolute priority. We expect all of our staff,
pupils, parents, governors, visitors, contractors and third-party professionals to
share this view. The safeguarding and protection of children is everyone’s
responsibility.

3 ways to make gaming safer for your child

1. Talk with your child about gaming. Talk with your child to learn the
games they like and the content and features of these. This will help you to
understand more about how your child plays games and how appropriate
different games are. You can use NSPCC's online safety hub to find out more
information on safer gaming.

2. Learn together. Use our resources to teach your child about safer gaming
at all ages. For primary age children you can use our Jessie & Friends (ages 4-7)
and Play, Like, Share (ages 8-10) resources.

3. Set boundaries and safety settings. Internet Matters provides step-by-
step guides for putting safety settings in place for each console or device. Spend
time setting these up with your child and make sure they know how to block
and report on the games they are playing. You should also talk with your child
to create an agreement for gaming; think about how much time they can spend,
which games they can access, if you will allow in-app purchases and what
spaces they can play in. For primary aged children it is advisable to have them
play in shared spaces or in the same room as you.

How risky is in-game chat?
Gaming is often a social activity for children and talking with friends is part of
their enjoyment. However, in-game chat can pose risks such as:
e chatting with people they don’t know. This can include adults that are
seeking to make contact with children with the intention of sexual grooming.
® inappropriate or unmoderated chat. Whilst a lot of chat is moderated,
chat is live and there is a risk of exposure to sexual language, swearing or
bullying.
® requests to make chat private. Once chat is moved off a monitored
platform, no one is moderating it. This can be used to pressurise children into
sharing personal information, photos, video or chat that they don’t want to.
e offering gifts or trades. This may be used by offenders to build trust and a
relationship with a child, as part of grooming.
Learn more about in-game chat and what you can do to make it safer by
reading our parents and carers guide to in-game chat.

How do I know what games are age appropriate for my
child?
The article on what’s appropriate for your child will help you to
understand more about the Pan European Game Information (PEGD) age
rating system, which helps parents and carers to make informed decisions
around games, giving age ratings and content descriptors.

Meet the Designated
Safequarding Team:

The Safeguarding Team oversee and
coordinate all aspects of the school’s
work to ensure that children are
kept safe. They regularly attend
training to ensure their skills and
knowledge are up-to-date.

Designated Safeqguarding Lead:
Mrs Nic Ilic
Deputy Designated Safequarding
Lead:
Mrs Kate Woodley
School Safequarding Governor:
Mr Nick Martin
Mental Heath Lead:

Miss Charlotte Sides
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
Gov:

Mr Tony South
All can be contacted via the office
01985 212168

If you have significant safeguarding
concerns about someone who is
working or volunteering with
children and young people, call
0300 456 0108 and ask to speak
to the Designated Officer for
Allegations (DOFA) for advice, or
email dofaservice@wiltshire.gov.uk
Or 0300 456 0100 - Out of hours
service

https://crockertonprimary.eschools.c

0.uk/web/safequarding information/
631650

Our Web of Support

Lunch time staff
Mus-llic

Class Teachers
Tedching Assistants,

Buddies

Mys-Bavider
CHijlettind
House Captains ™ cos i
Mrs Downing

On-Line Safety Policy

https://WWW.Tamtluqamquatabase.com/

https://nationalcollege.com/categories/online-safety At the bottom of this page there is a parents and carers section.
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https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming-whats-appropriate-for-your-child/
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There's a very good chance you've heard of Fortnite, but what exactly is it? And why is it so popular
amongst young people? Fortnite is an online multiplayer "battle royale” game developed by Epic Games,
and is playable on Playstation 4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC and mobiles. It gained popularity in late

2017 and has since become the big

est game in the world, thanks to its rapid and engaging gameplay.

As with most games, Fortnite I(sel'?s a highly enjoyable and safe experience, but it pays to be vigilant,

as the safety is not water tight,

Wha paren(s need to know about,

FORTNITE

BATTLE ROYALE

'SEASONAL UPDATES

Buwry 10 weeks or 10 Fortnite |y upeated with o

bM!bo:g'hhmlop-uﬂh
with V-Sucks. A
by n'-p:y-mumnp:'m
gam fun in-gemne Rorm
host of dely challenge.

BWakeUpWednesday

BUYING V-BUCKS

As meotioned, Fortnite does contan In-game
purchases and microtransactions in the form of
\-liucks which can be bought with resl money. ¥
you do decide to let young one spend
maney in the gama, be sare to do'gte your carc
ormation afterwards as t can be vary easy to
purchass more #ems ot the preas of a few
wttons, ity important to set a bmit on any
urchases [as mentioned they are absolut ey not
wonssary 50 play the game) amd & suggestion
would be capping the s peading at around £50 -
this is the normal eetadl prce of a game

TALKTO OTHER
PARENTS / CARERS

¥ yourre concerned about play thove or

™3 money i the game, talk to
othar parents and carers of your childy
frends. if you approach as a collective, it
will be easior 10 know whan their friends
are onlme and you don't have to worry

who they're playing with, it can
aho help curt expectations on spending
money 0n battie passes and skins if yo
ik

Mee[our expe 1 O

IS FORTNITE ADDICTIVE?

Tortnite iy at the foredromt of gaming addicton
s it |3 30 popular with young people
It actunBy contribiutes to gaming addiction i
0. WHO (Workd Health Organisation] have
as a legitiasate addiction, but this is net
with Fortnite, Signs of addiction can
ity when not playing, lying abowt the
amount of time played and a preoccapation with thoughts
of the newt gam ng session, Realstically, It must be down
10 pacants aed Carers B0 POCO g §0 thede Sy ptacms and
act accoedingly i they think ars developing.

CROSSPLAY IS AVAILABLE

One of the wanderful things abowt fortaie s that it

plays
Msumq,xbal()nutllhtnuplaymn
frimnds who own the game on o different platform
To dio this, an Eobe Games account must first be
created online (which Is free) and them |inked with
your platiorm accowt. Doing this remouves the
.’ rold bowndary of not being able to play together
on‘t have the sarme comole and cpenn
-wdmwmwmcm

for friends playing together, to gwup«irog«hw
The only real countermaasurs to Piewact
strangers offered by fortnte i to turn off nil s
comemun kations, which can be done in the e
sattings. Using outsice chat apps, lie Skype or Dincord
while playmg. & & grest way 1o makue sure you Lnow who
you're talking 10 and that nobody el » ntenng in,

CAN DEVELOP SOME
IMPORTANT SKILLS

It's often overiooked just how good
nmlr-o can be for young pecple,
muuoeste.:m play, cuich
oler

s

communication; that's net 10 mention

the Sghning fast refl eass gamess

davelop Whibe taking bresks 16
Eheities I of course

there arw benefits to screen

might nat be immachately obwious.

Mark Fostar has worked In the gaming Industry for 5 years as a3 writer, aditor
and presenter, He bs the current gaming editos of two of the biggest geming
Dws sites b the world, UNILAD Gaming and GAMMGH ble. Starting gaming
from a young age with his siblings, he has 2 passion for understanding how

FREETO PLAY...ORIS IT?

Wivle Fortnite is techaically frew 2o plary fin that
r can downlodd and play & without paying)
d0os come with the caveat that spending

srency

€an be bought with resl money ¢

game’s anline store. l\wﬂh

thar these
mmwoﬂyn‘ﬂmv B
can be carmed in-gaens with encegh pley tme,

IS FORTNITE VIOLENT?

Fertnite has boen mhdbylhl!iﬁl
| Entertanment

dep! the g
removad from thair read 1ife
Charactirs don't deaw blood when
of they are simply

oA
mm-ﬂl
il e wt

want 1o play the game and that
e dnoretion of parents wod

@ T P T‘Ps for Pargnts

GAMING WITH STRANGERS

Forinite Battle Roya'e is an ondine game. and as such.
there is 3 chance that young dvidren could come inte
Coninct with strangers who se randomly placed into
ther groups In 2 gamw, 115 dIfcut o precict whast
another person might say o co in a a.m Wi agood

LIMIT TIME, BUT BE FLEXIBLE

A gewe of Fortniie can kst wp to
20 minutes, 5o be Sexibie when
s time to put it anary. The
approach of tne more game’ as
opposed to’ 10 mors minutes
will stop amy complaints that »
match is 3818 ongoing. Better
still, play with your child and

2 in turms; that way you're
hedping control the time played
and con keep an eye on what
they re expeiercivg.

PLAY THE GAME
YOURSELF

Theee's no smbstitute for sitting

and playng the game yourselt 1o lea

all about &, Fortnite is avallable for free
on almcst anpthing you can imagine,
even your smartphone, 50 there's never
been a beties timo to get invelved and
soe what all the fuss is abost, You mever
know, you might ewsn be able to mpresy
your children when you show them your
Impesssive Vic bxyﬁuydu Lallyt

@ames and tech work, but mare importantly, how to make them safe and fun,
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Twitter - @natonlinesafet

Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafet

https://www.familygamingdatabase.com/
https://nationalcollege.com/categories/online-safety At the bottom of this page there is a parents and carers section.
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